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paying or promising to pay for the same, and without
injury to person.

But already the fleet was in full sail for Corfu, the
Fleet off Prince Alexius on board. Of the excommu-
nojie. l" nication against the Venetians no one took the
slightest heed, least of all the Venetians themselves.
Simon de Montfort alone, who had stood aloof from the
siege of Zara, on the day of embarkation finally sepa-
rated himself from the camp of the ungodly, who refused
obedience to the Pope. With his brother and some few
French knights he passed over to the king of Hungary,
and after many difficulties reached the Holy Land. In
truth, the Crusaders had no great faith in the sincerity
of the Pope's condemnation of the enterprise against
Constantinople. The subjugation of the heretical, if not
rival, Church of Byzantium to the Church of St. Peter,
had been too long the great aim of Papal ambition, for
them to suppose that even by more violent or less justi-
fiable means than the replacing the legitimate Emperor
on the throne and the degradation of an usurper, it
would not soon reconcile itself to the Papal sense of
right and justice. Some decent regard to his acknow-
ledgment of, to his amicable intercourse with the
usurper, might be becoming; yet even as a step to the
conquest of the Holy Land, it might well be considered
the most prudent policy. In a short time the submis-
sion of the Greek Church, the departure of the Cru-
saders under better auspices to the Holy Land (for as
yet even the ambitious Venetians could hardly appre-
hend the absolute conquest of Constantinople, and the
establishment of a Latin Empire), would allay the seem-
ing resentment of Innocent. In the mean time, no
doubt many hearts were kindled with the romance of
this new adventure and the desire to behold this second